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What Is Government?
People, decisions, and our community

Nia and Grandpa walk past their
public library. A worker is fixing
the front steps.

"Who takes care of this place?"
Nia asks.

"People do," Grandpa says. "And
our local government helps make
decisions about places we
share."

THE BIG IDEA

Government helps make decisions for a
community.

A big word for shared work
A community is a group of people who live or do things together. A government
is a system of people and offices that makes decisions for a town, state, or
country. It makes and carries out laws, too.

Look around you
Many public libraries, parks, and roads receive help from government. Workers
do different jobs. Community members can ask questions and share ideas. A
government is more than one person.

Ask a useful question
Nia notices that the library steps are broken. "How can everyone get inside?"
she asks. A good idea begins with noticing what people need.
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Think. Talk. Try.
1. What shared place do you use? Who helps care for it?

2. Why should people listen to different ideas about that place?

Make a community care map
Draw a park, library, road, or other place people share. Add people who use it.
Circle one thing that could help them. Tell a grown-up what you noticed and
one question you would ask.

Name: ____________________________ Date: __________________

Draw, write, or tell a grown-up your ideas.

KEEP WONDERING

What might we miss if we only ask one person what a community needs?

GROWN-UP NOTES
Read together. Children may draw, dictate, or write. Ask who uses a place and whose needs might be overlooked. Not every
shared place is government-run.

Sources: Ben's Guide (GPO); USAGov. See source links in the companion blog lesson.


